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Business Feature

and play in Rosedale

Working in partnership with residents, businesses, and institutions to build a
strong community and improve the quality of life for those who live, work,

“Our clients are looking
for someone who is honest and
reliable, like any business,” says
Don Perdue, the unassuming
owner and manager of Don
Perdue Automotive, located at
744 Southwest Blvd. “We try to
provide that.”

Perdue brings a lot of .

experience to his trade. He
started working on cars and
trucks with his father in 1971.
He’s been in the auto repair
business ever since, coming to
his current location in Rosedale
in March of 1989,

In addition to himself
Perdue employs two other auto
repair professionals. The shop
specializes in Honda service, but
will work on other kinds of cars,
as well. Perdue’s provides com-
puter diagnostic service, tune-
ups, maintenance check-ups, and
air conditioning, electrical, and
mechanical work.

Perdue strives to be trust-
worthy and straightforward in
his " dealings with customers.
This is verified by the fact that
most of his business comes from
“repeat” customers—those who

Don Perdue stands in front of his

October 2004

shop at 744 Southwest Blvd.

Name of Business: | Don Perdue
Automotive

Address: T44 Seuthwest
Blvd. K.C., KS
66103

Phone: 913-677-0578

Hours of Operation | Monday-Friday
7 am.-5 p.m.

have had previous service on
their vehicle(s) done by Perdue.

For experienced, reliable,
and friendly auto repair service,
check out Don Perdue Automo-
tive.

Election Approaches

The general election on
Nov. 2 is less than a month
away! The last day to register to
vote in Kansas is Monday, Octo-
ber 18. Wyandotte County voters
must submit their registration to
the Election Office at 9400 State
Ave., K.C., KS 66112 by that

date. In addition to the presiden-

‘tial election, there are Congres-

sional, state, and local elections
on the ballot. The “Bi-state "
sales tax to fund improvements
to the Truman sports complex
and the arts is on the ballot, as
well. Exercise your right to vote!

Get out and VOTE!

Last Day to Register: Oct. 18
Election Day: Nov. 2




Rosedale Notes

Thank you to the fol-
lowing businesses that gra-
ciously contributed to the Picca-
dilly Puppet Workshops, an
RDA program for Rosedale
youth and adults: Perdue Auto-
motive, Brotherhood Bank,
Rosedale Floor Covering, Mail
and More, Rainbow Car Wash,
Brian’s Auto Repair, Best West-
ern Inn, Silva Foods, Rosedale
Vision Center, Jack Luther
(attorney), Strasser Hardware,
and the K.S. Arts Commission.

Thank you to the Rose- -
dale Optimist Club for its
$2,776.60 donation to RDA to
preserve the flags at the Rose-
dale Memorial Arch.

Congratulations to stu-
dents, teachers, and administra-
tors at Noble Prentis Elementary
School for posting the highest
participation rate of any school
in the nation in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education’s Summer
Reading Program. Students were

required to read at least 10 books
over the summer, and then to
write short summaries of each
book. A remarkable 89% of stu-
dents at Noble Prentis completed
the requirements of the program,
compared to the average 25%
participation rate at most
schools. Keep up the good work!

Construction Update:
Work will begin soon on the
Mission Road Viaduct over Tur-
key Creeck and the railroad yard,
and the bridge over S.W. Blvd.
The S.W. Blvd. to southbound

Mission Road entrance ramp

will be closed, starting around

 Nov. 1. The project is scheduted
for completion by Oct. 1, 2005,

as is the nearby work on I[-35.
Please take note of this construc-
tion.

Kaw Valley Habitat for
Humanity needs volunteers for
one of its “Blitz Build” sites in
Rosedale. The site is 2532 S.
12th Terrace and will benefit a

Christmas in October Helps Rosedale Residents

Thank you to everyone who
helped with the annual Christ-
mas in October community
event, held on Oct. 2. A special
thank you to the Univ. of Kan-
sas Med Ctr. and its volunteers
who participated. Christmas in
October is a local organization
that coordinates volunteers to
do minor home repairs in the
Kansas City area for low-
income residents. RDA ran its
own version of the program,
just for homes in Rosedale. This
year, 76 people volunteered and
7 homes were repaired.

A volunteer prepares to paint
a house in Rosedale.

new family. Volunteers must be
16 years of age or older. No pre-
vious experience is necessary.
The build began on Saturday,
Oct. 2, and continues on Thurs-
days, Fridays, and Saturdays
through the month of October. If
you would like to volunteer,
contact RDA at (913) 677-5097.

The current session of
the Rosedale Youth Academy,
an after-school educational pro-
gram for children in Rosedale, is
off to a good start. 12 youth are
currently enrolled. According to
Ayush Ray, a fifth-grader, “I like
Rosedale Academy because we
all work and play together...and

[we] help the community like we’

are helping Rosedale Towers.”
Ayush was referring to an Octo-
ber community service project

organized by the Academy:

throwing a birthday party for
residents of Rosedale Towers.

Corrections: In the Sept.
issue, Janette Strong and Rosa-
mond McGill’s names were mis-
spelled. Also, in the article on
animal control, the Unified Gov-
ernment allocated $160,000 to
the 2005 budget to address the
problem. We apologize for the
erTors.

Street Fair is a Success

The Univ. of Kansas
Medical Center’s “Street Fair”

bow. About 300 people at-
tended. RDA supported the
Med Center in planning, publi-
cizing, and running the event.
Most of the volunteers who
helped organize and staff the
Street Fair were KU students.
There were lots of ac-
tivities for kids and families.

was held on Saturday, Sept. 25,
at the corner of 36th and Rain-

Left: Children who
made puppets during
RDA’s Piccadilly Pup-
pet Workshop sessions
show off their work at
the KUMC “Street
Fair” on Sept. 25.

Bottom: A Rosedale
Middle School student
exhibits a “Wildcat,”
the school’s mascot.

There were vendors, games,
and dance performances. Par-
ticipants in RDA’s Piccadilly
Puppet Workshops proudly dis-
played their puppets, as well.

Watch Out for Predatory Lending

Many people have re-
ceived packages in the mail
which make claims in big, bold
lettering like, “You can get
$50,0001” These eye-catching
offers often sound too gooed to be
true—and usually they are just
that.

Such pieces of mail are
teli-tale signs of “predatory lend-
ing”—lending that is highly ex-
ploitive of people in vulnerable
financial situations. Predatory
lenders take advantage of people
who need money by offering
easy loans with high interest
rates and many hidden fees.
They usually disguise these extra
costs by putting them in’ fine
print and by offering artificially-
low monthly payments.

Rosedale History

Several Rosedale resi-
dents continue to collect old
photos and artifacts from the
community as part of efforts to
preserve . Rosedale’s history.
This group of residents is close
to becoming an “official” or-
ganization, which will be called
the Rosedale Historical Society.

Longtime Rosedalians
Janette Strong and Larry Rollins
are two of the leaders of this
group, but there are many others
who have participated in the pro-
ject. These others include Myrtle
Sanders, Dorothy Adkins, Har-
old Strasser, Frank and Janette
Walberg, and Rosamond McGill.
The Rainbow Mennonite Church
has also contributed photos.

Larry has put together a
CD with over 200 old photos, so
that future generations of Rose-
dale restdents will be able to
learn about the community’s his-
tory. RDA has a copy of the CD.

This category of lenders
and loans are referred to as “sub-
prime” because of their easy ac-
cess, high interest rates, and hid-
den fees. They offer loans to
people who cannot get them
through normal channels be-
cause of poor credit or financial
standing. Thus, they exploit peo-
ple who really need money in a
way that puts them even further
into debt.

To combat this type of
lending, look for offers that
sound too good to be true or that
do not make sense. Read all of
the fine print. Make sure the in-
terest rates are reasonable. Look
for hidden costs and fees. Be de-
liberate and careful when accept-

ing a loan, and do not succumb

to the lender’s pressure to sign
without fully knowing the terms.

In addition, encourage
legitimate lenders to make ef-
forts to help people with poor
credit. Press for legislation that
requires lenders to disclose all
terms and fees. Most of all, edu-
cate others about the conse-
quences and warning signs of
predatory lending.

Rosedale Development
Association
Mon.-Fri., 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
1403 Southwest Blvd.

Kansas City, KS 66103
(913) 677-5097
{913) 677-3437 fax
www.rosedaleassociation.org
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Rosedale Notes_______

On October 29, there was
a news conference and ground-
breaking ceremony for the Tur-
key Creek flood control pro-
ject. The event, which high-
lighted the collaboration be-
tween federal, state, and local

entities to address the flood con-

trol issue, was held near ABC
Supply, Inc., 1262 Southwest
Blvd., in the old railroad yard.
The media was present, as were
prominent local politicians, in-
cluding U.G. Mayor/CEO Carol
Marinovich, Commissioner John
Mendez, and U.S. Rep. Dennis
Moore. ‘

Congratulations to stu-
dents in Rosedale who success-
fully met the requirements of the
Excellence in Education pro-
gram for the first term. 74 stu-
dents at Rosedale Middle, 36
students at Frank Rushton Ele-
- mentary, and 21 students at Holy
Name Catholic achieved the dis-
tinction, which is obtained by
making the honor roll, having
perfect attendance, and practic-
ing good citizenship. Keep up
the good work!

Citizens and officials are
continuing to work on the ani-
mal control issue in Kansas
City, Kan. Several committees—

centered around the topics of -

adoption, enforcement, staffing,
and prevention/education—have
been meeting to deal with the
different aspects of the problem.
Eventually, a comprehensive
recommendation will be pre-
- sented to the Unified Govemn-
ment. If you have any ideas or
resources that could be utilized
in this effort, please contact
RDA at (913)-677-5097.

Local student organizes Poetry N 1ght for youthm_.-

On the night of Oct.
21, the Koch Center
(1401 S.W. Blvd.)
was transformed
into a “jazzy café”
as local students
performed original
works of poetry in
front of their peers.
Sumner High
School student Ash-
ley Gilbert organ-
ized the Commu-
nity TREE event,
with  assistance
from KU M.SW.

Ashley Gilbert (far right), was the mainor- =~ |
ganizer of the Poetry Night. Here she stands
with other youth who read at the event.

! nity Project. About 20 people attended.
students from the Plans are in the works for more poetry

Rosedale Commu- nights in the future.

;‘jtions of non-perishable
food items for its an-
nual Feed-a-Family
-program.  The program
-benefits Rosedale resi-
_dents in need during the

_items can include toilet paper

'._"Rosedale History

Mediation Center will help resolve conflicts

selves. Mediation services will:
be provided by trained commu-
nity volunteers and staff at little
or no cost to the participants
(initial funding for the program

RDA is in the process of
initiating an exciting new pro-
gram: a community mediation
center to assist residents and in-

~ stitutions 1n resolving disputes.

The mediation center will
be a place for disputing parties
to deal with their conflict
through mediation. Mediation is
a conflict transfor-
mation  process
whereby a neutral,
third-party
“mediator”  facili-
tates discussion be-’
tween two Or more
disputants in an ef-
fort to reach a mu-
tually-acceptable agreement. The
process is completely voluntary,
as the disputants make the
choice to participate and can
withdraw at any time.

Disputants may be re-
ferred to the mediation center by
schools, police, judges, attor-
neys, and other appropriate au-
thorities, or they may refer them-

will come from grants).

The potential benefits off-'
mediation are enormous. It is an”
alternative to avoidance, destruc-~
tive confrontation,
prolonged litigation,
and/or violence. It~
encourages oOwner-:
ship in one’s com-
munity by empower-. -
ing people to solve

their own problems,

foster an environment of respect
and open communication.
Joel Goering, RDA’s

new Mennonite Voluntary Ser- B
vice worker, is taking a lead role
in starting this program. Be on .

the lookout for further develop-
ments in the coming months.

rather than relying
on external forces. And it is de- -
signed to build relationships and -

_Donations needed for Feed-a-Family

RDA is soliciting dona-

holiday season. Donated

and canned goods such as
soups, beans, com, rice,
etc. Please bring
your donations to
) the RDA office at
' 1403 South-
west Blvd. The
deadline is De-
cember 15.

One of the most defining

‘features of the Rosedale commu-
‘nity is the Rosedale Memorial
“Arch. A well-recognized land-
mark and symbo! of the commu-

nity, it inspires pride in residents

‘and others who come to Rose-
“dale.

Officially, the Arch is a

‘monument dedicated to the com-
‘munity members who gave their
lives in World Wars I and II, the
‘Korean War, and the Vietnam
'War. More than that, however, it
_represents the community’s his-
‘toty, spirit, and ongoing vitality.

f--RDA welcomes new volunteer coordinator

There is a new frlendly

staff member at the Rosedale
‘Development Association. Her
‘name is Kelly Jander, and she
“recently became RDA’s volun-
teer coordinator. Kelly replaces
“Amy Stock, who left to spend
. more time with her young
- daughter.

Kelly brings a lot of ex-

perience and energy to her work.
o After graduating from Avila

College in 1998, she worked for
several years for HNTB Corpo-
ration in the communications

: department.

Her real passion is in vol-

- unteerism. She has participated
-1 numerous volunteer activities

To ensure the continued
upkeep of the Arch, RDA is
partnering with individuals and

organizations to set up a fund to

maintain the Arch and the sur-

rounding grounds. In addition;
RDA will help publish an annual-

newsletter to update interested
parties on Arch Memorial im-
provements, future plans, and
historical information. Watch for

 this year’s edition.

If you are interested in
joining this effort to preserve the
Rosedale - Memorial Arch, con-
tact RDA at (913)-677-5097.

Say hello to Kelly Jander, RDA’s
new volunteer c_oordinator.

throughout the K.C. area and is
excited about using her skills to
advance RDA’s mission. RDA is
delighted to have her. Look for
Kelly to make a positive impact
in Rosedale.

Thank you to the generous indi-
viduals who have volunteered
their time to fold, tape, and label
the RDA newsletter every month
before it is mailed.

These individuals are:
Pat Milburn, Leona Kallaras, &
Dorothy Atkins.
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